Principal examiner reports for teachers

Principal examiner reports for teachers summarise what candidates did well and what candidates needed to
improve for this examination series only.

This report is to be used in conjunction with the question paper and mark scheme.

For guidance on teaching and learning we provide resources for many of our syllabuses.

Resource Where to find it

Grade descriptions — Grade descriptions describe School support hub
the level of performance typically demonstrated by | Select: Subject > Resource finder > Syllabus and
candidates achieving the different grades awarded specimen materials
for a qualification.

Schemes of work — Schemes of work are designed | School support hub

to support you in your teaching and lesson Select: Subject > Resource finder > Teaching and
planning. learning

Lesson planning — Guidance on how to plan a Lesson planning

lesson.

Resource plus — There may be additional resources | School support hub

such as teaching packs containing lesson plans, Select: Subject > Resource finder > Teaching and
resources and worksheets and videos for aspects learning

of your syllabus.

Teaching tools Teaching Tools

Exemplar candidate responses School support hub
Select: Subject > Resource finder > Teaching and
learning

Learner guide — A guide for students to help them School support hub

understand what the course involves. Select: Subject > Resource finder > Teaching and
learning

Community forums — Do you have a question or Community forum on the school support hub

something to share? Our online forums are great
way to keep up to date with your subject and the
global Cambridge community.

Access to scripts for this series. Access to scripts service
Results analysis is available for some syllabuses. Results analysis
Test maker is available for some subjects. Test maker

Other services from Cambridge International Education

. Digital mocks service
. Insight assessments
° Professional development
—  Focus on assessment
—  Online marking workshops
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https://schoolsupporthub.cambridge.org/login.html?gig_client_id=M_eHpcEPeGJtUCIh2JmJvv7C
https://schoolsupporthub.cambridge.org/login.html?gig_client_id=M_eHpcEPeGJtUCIh2JmJvv7C
https://learning.cambridgeinternational.org/classroom/course/view.php?id=4872
https://schoolsupporthub.cambridge.org/login.html?gig_client_id=M_eHpcEPeGJtUCIh2JmJvv7C
https://learning.cambridgeinternational.org/classroom/course/view.php?name=teachingtools
https://schoolsupporthub.cambridge.org/login.html?gig_client_id=M_eHpcEPeGJtUCIh2JmJvv7C
https://schoolsupporthub.cambridge.org/login.html?gig_client_id=M_eHpcEPeGJtUCIh2JmJvv7C
https://internationaleducation.discourse.group/categories
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/exam-administration/cambridge-exams-officers-guide/phase-6-results-and-certificates/access-to-scripts/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/exam-administration/results/results-analysis/
https://testmaker.cambridgeinternational.org/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/developing-digital-assessment/digital-mocks-service/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/insight-assessments/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support-and-training-for-schools/professional-development/syllabus-specific-courses/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support-and-training-for-schools/professional-development/syllabus-specific-courses/focus-on-assessment/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support-and-training-for-schools/professional-development/syllabus-specific-courses/marking-workshops/online-marking-workshops/
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ARABIC

Paper 7180/01
Writing

Key messages
What candidates did well

e Candidates attempted all writing tasks, and while some questions were met with greater success, others
showed areas that could be further developed.

e Most candidates addressed the key features of the chosen question appropriately and adapted their
writing to suit the required text type.

e Candidates showed an awareness of using language appropriate to different text types, particularly in
letters and discursive writing.

e Candidates expressed their ideas clearly and used a good range of vocabulary to communicate
meaning effectively.

e  Most candidates wrote within the required word count.

What candidates needed to improve

e Reading each question carefully before planning the response would help ensure that all aspects of the
question are addressed.

e Keeping introductions brief to provide more opportunity to address the main focus of the question.

e Report writing is strengthened by a clear structure: a brief introduction, followed by advantages,
disadvantages, and ending with recommendations.

o Engaging the senses and using rhetoric enhances imagination in descriptive writing.

o Narrative writing is stronger with a clear sequence: introduction, development, climax, and resolution.

o Discursive writing is improved by presenting balanced viewpoints on both sides, supported by relevant
evidence.

e  Greater attention to spelling, grammar and punctuation would improve accuracy and clarity.

e  Common language errors included the spelling of hamza, relative clauses, and grammatical agreement
following \gilsals S and Lgilsals ol

e Candidates are recommended to use Modern Standard Arabic (Fus’ha) to ensure clarity and accuracy,
rather than colloquial expressions or direct translations.

o  Pay careful attention to the correct spelling of the hamza in its various forms.

° Ensure the correct spelling of commonly misspelled words such as ¢Sland sylinstead of (<Y and s)l.
e  Treating non-human plural nouns as human plurals instead of using the feminine singular form. For

example: agizul Clilgall instead oOf Lk Slilgal)

Comments on specific questions

Section A
Question 1

Comprehensive responses

o Candidates used the correct letter structure, starting with a brief friendly opening, followed by a clear
detailed description of their visit, and ending with a suitable short closing.

e Responses integrated personal feelings and specific experiences, making the letter engaging and
authentic.

e  Appropriate vocabulary and an informal tone were used throughout.
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Limited responses

e  Some responses included very lengthy introductions or endings, leaving only a few lines to describe the
actual visit.

e In some cases, the focus drifted away from describing the visit to the historical place into general details
about other unrelated locations.
Greater consistency in maintaining the correct letter structure would strengthen the response.
Heavy spelling and grammar errors reduced the clarity of some letters.

Question 2

Comprehensive responses

o Afew candidates demonstrated a clear grasp of report writing, using a brief introduction, a discussion of
the advantages of the school’'s 10th anniversary celebration, an outline of potential disadvantages, and
formal recommendations.

e Responses used a formal, objective tone appropriate for a report, and kept their writing well-organised
in paragraphs.

Limited responses

e The language used in these responses was more focused on narrating the events, rather than
presenting a balanced and objective discussion.

e Many responses emphasised only the positive events, without fully covering the disadvantages or
offering clear recommendations.

e  Some responses presented information in bullet points with short sentences, rather than in well-linked
paragraphs.

Section B
Question 3

Comprehensive responses

e Candidates began with a brief introduction and immediately moved into describing their visit.

o Responses described the zoo visit using vivid sensory details, immersing the reader in each moment.

o Candidates effectively used sensory language: describing the sounds of animals, the colours of exotic
birds, and the atmosphere of the park.

e Candidates structured their response logically, guiding the reader from arrival to their emotional
reactions.

e Figurative language, such as metaphors and personification, was used to deepen the mood and
engagement.

Limited responses

e  Some responses included a very lengthy introduction before arriving at the zoo, leaving limited space
for detailed description of the visit.

e Responses focused more on narrative of events rather than creating a detailed descriptive picture
describing the sensory experiences.

e The language used was often basic, with fewer descriptive details.

Question 4

Comprehensive responses

o Few responses developed a well-structured story, introducing the setting and characters before building
events towards a clear climax and concluding with a clear resolution.

e The language was precise and haunting, creating special effects that drew the reader in and enhanced
the mood.

Limited responses

o Responses featured a lengthy introduction that took up most of the text, reducing space for the event
after meeting the celebrity.

e Most responses followed a sequence of events without developing a story that included a clear
introduction to the setting and characters, a gradual build-up to a climax, and a clear resolution.
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e  Some responses would benefit from a wider range of accurate vocabulary, making the sequence of
events easier to follow and enhancing the overall impact.

Question 5

Comprehensive responses

¢ Responses presented a balanced discussion by comparing travelling with friends and travelling with
family, supported by relevant examples and clear explanations.

e Ideas were organised into clear paragraphs, using effective linking words to develop a logical and
coherent discussion.

e Responses explored each point in sufficient detail, explaining ideas rather than simply stating them.

e Accurate language and a varied range of vocabulary contributed to clear communication and fluent
reading.

Limited responses

e  Some responses discussed the advantages and disadvantages of travelling with friends only, with
limited reference to travelling with family.

¢  Some responses introduced relevant ideas that would have benefited from further explanation and
supporting examples to develop the discussion.

e  Some responses repeated the same idea using different wording, providing fewer opportunities to
introduce new points and extend the discussion.

e  Some responses required further clarity by paying attention to accuracy in spelling and grammar.

o Afew responses focused on one viewpoint, providing fewer opportunities to discuss both aspects of the
topic in a balanced way.
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ARABIC

Paper 7180/02
Reading and Grammar
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ARABIC

Paper 7180/02
Reading and Grammar

Key messages

What candidates did well

e The candidates showed competence in analysing form, structure and language across tasks.

e  Good comprehension and application of language skills in both Sections A and B.

e The candidates demonstrated an understanding of which specific word in Questions 1-10 could
substitute another in the given text while maintaining the same meaning and structure.

e The candidates produced directed responses in Section B that showed awareness of the writer’s
purpose.

o Responses made clear, precise selection of summary points that addressed the question.

What candidates needed to improve

e  Some candidates needed to further develop control of perspective and focus by refining how details
from the text are selected and shaped for purpose.

e  Some candidates needed to strengthen consistency in tone, tense and register to enhance clarity and
form across tasks.

e  Some candidates needed to deepen their textual insight by moving beyond surface-level observations
to more precise analysis of meaning and effect.

e  Writing could have been strengthened by shaping material more selectively and purposefully instead of
attempting to include too broad a range of details.

Comments on specific questions

Section A (Questions 1-10)

Comprehensive responses
e The candidates showed secure understanding of vocabulary in context and chose the correct synonyms
that substituted the word in the text, maintaining the same structure and meaning.

Limited responses
e The candidates selected a word that does not give the same meaning. For example, in Question 2,
option B s can fit in the gap which does not give the same meaning as ssi.

e The candidates selected a word with a similar meaning that was grammatically unsuitable. For example,
in Question 5, option A is a noun and cannot replace the verb in the gap.

Section B Reading comprehension
Questions 11-18

Comprehensive responses
e The candidates identified key words in the questions accurately and included only the relevant
information. This was evident in responses to Question 11, where candidates did not include sl byac

to their answers, in Question 13, where they did not mention jelll ;& and in Question 15 sladdl Clulie
and 17@3:.43\ Glak o oyl
e The candidates were able to infer information from the text, as in Question 14.
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Limited responses

e The candidates copied full sentences from the text without showing awareness of the relevant
information to be included.

e The candidates included spelling mistakes that impeded understanding. For example, in Question 12,
using 4l o« Ya 404 altered the correct meaning.

e The candidates did not include full sentences necessary to clarify the meaning. For example, in
Question 16(b), it was essential to mention (uyadll g liall 55« J&2 and in Question 17, 44,1 to give the
evidence of the spread of this industry globally.

Question 19 Summary

Comprehensive responses

e The candidates focused strictly on main ideas, omitting secondary ideas and repetitive examples. For
example, candidates did not include the idea about Ottoman kings or the materials used in ancient
Egypt to manufacture carpets.

e The candidates preserved the exact meaning of the original text without introducing outside knowledge
or personal opinions.

e The candidates ensured all parts of the prompt are addressed. For example, they covered all aspects of
the status of carpet marking in Egyptian society.

e The candidates used their own words avoiding lifting strings of words or phrases from the text.

e The candidates grouped related points together rather than following the source’s structure blindly.

e  The candidates used connective devices such as, iy e sdle «Load ¢ ) dila] X

Limited responses

e  The candidates lost focus and included many unnecessary details.

e The candidates’ responses were either too short that they could not include all main ideas in the text or
too long as if re-writing the whole text.

e The candidates’ responses showed many structural and spelling mistakes that impeded understanding.

Section C (Questions 20-22)
Question 20

Comprehensive responses
e The candidates accurately identified the required rhetoric structure. For example, in Question 20(a),

they wrote only the phrase diaall 4l caxie without any irrelevant additions.
e  The candidates included all the necessary words required in the question. For example, in Question
20(c), responses mentioned the full phrase caall Js axs

Limited responses
e The candidates misinterpreted the requirements of Question 20(a) and 20(b).

e The candidates showed little awareness of what is meant by . s\l and instead wrote

Question 21

Comprehensive responses

e The candidates conveyed a good manipulation of the language which reflected mastering of
grammatical rules.

e The candidates followed the question requirements by keeping the sentence word order and making
only the required change. For example, in Question 21(a), the change was to the verb in the past
tense.

Limited responses

o The candidates introduced multiple unnecessary changes to the phrase.

e The candidates did not replace the first word in the sentence with the highlighted word. For example, in
Question 21(b), «.i did not replace .\s as required so the answer was ¢s» Ciall & OIS
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Question 22

Comprehensive responses

e The candidates showed good grammatical skills by selecting the correct structure from the text.

e The candidates either wrote the full sentence that contains the correct structure or underlined the
correct structure.

Limited responses
e The candidates showed little knowledge of the required grammatical structure. For example, in

Question 22(b), they mentioned iw,xll §f caall in Question 22(c) i

e The candidates showed confused application of grammatical rules. For example, in Question 22(d), the
candidates put the question mark “?’ as the answer.
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