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Materials 
For this paper you must have: 
• an Oxford International AQA Examinations 12-page answer book. 

Instructions 
• Use black ink or black ball-point pen. 
• Write the information required on the front of your answer book. 
• There are two sections: 

– Section A: Understanding texts 
– Section B: Directed writing. 

• Answer Question 1 from Section A and either Question 2 or Question 3 from Section B. 
• Do all rough work in your answer book.  Cross through any work you do not want to be marked. 

Information 
• The maximum mark for this paper is 50. 
• The marks for questions are shown in brackets. 
• There are 25 marks for Question 1 and 25 marks for either Question 2 or Question 3. 
• You will be marked on your ability to: 

– use good English 
– organise information clearly 
– use specialist vocabulary where appropriate. 

  

INTERNATIONAL AS 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Unit 1  Language and Context 
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  Section A: Understanding texts 
 

Answer Question 1. 

 
 
 

0 1  Text A and Text B are printed on pages 4–5.  
 
Text A is an extract from an instruction page about drawing.  It is from the website 
All About Drawings.com. 
 
Text B is an extract from an autobiography by famous artist Grayson Perry.  In the 
book he writes about how he became an artist. 

   
  Examine how the creators of Text A and Text B use language to create meanings. 

 
  In your answer you should consider different: 

 
• audiences 
• purposes 
• genres 
• modes of communication. 

[25 marks] 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Turn over for Text A  
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Text B 

 
 

I always fell asleep on the two-hour bus journey to and from school.  I fell asleep at school in lessons 
but never in art lessons – I loved art lessons and did extra art in the lunchtimes.  I did an intricate pen 
drawing of a giant woman in Victorian dress towering over a row of houses, which Mr Shash, the art 
teacher, liked.  He said, ‘I’ll put that up on parents’ night, Grayson.’  Afterwards he remarked, ‘A lot of 
parents made comments about your drawing.’ 
 
When Mr Shash asked me in my Lower Sixth Year, ‘Have you thought of going to art college?  I think 
you’d really like it.  You’d do very well,’ a switch was thrown, clunk!  And a light bulb popped. 
 
I replied, ‘Sounds like a good idea.  How do you go about that then?’  I had no idea that there was a 
formal, academic training to become an artist.  In that moment I made my decision, wrote it on a 
piece of paper in my mind, put it under a mental mattress, slept on it and never needed to look at it 
again: ‘I’m going to be an artist.  I’m going to spend my life drawing for a living.’  It seemed like a 
fantastic idea because I loved drawing.  I went home that day and announced, ‘I’m going to go to art 
college.’ 
 
I think my mum was disappointed because art wasn’t thought of as a proper career.    
 
 

 
 
 

Turn over for Section B 
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  Section B: Directed writing 
 

Answer one question from this section. 

 
Either 

   
 

0 2  Write a letter to parents from the head teacher of a school/college.   
 
The aim of the letter is to explain the benefits to children of choosing art as a subject. 
 
You may draw on information and ideas in the material in Section A.  
 
Write this letter using about 400 words. 

[25 marks] 
 
or 

   
 

0 3  The art department are promoting their subject to the students in your school/college.   
 
You have been asked to give a speech about the benefits of choosing art as a subject. 
 
You may draw on information and ideas in the material in Section A.  
 
Write the text for this speech using about 400 words. 

[25 marks] 
 
 
 
 

END  OF  QUESTIONS
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