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1 General Marking Principles 
 
1.1 Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the Detailed Mark 

Scheme provided in Section 3  You will need to consider all alternative answers and 
unexpected approaches in candidates' scripts, make a decision on whether they 
communicate the required elements, in consultation with your Team Leader if necessary 
(or with your Product Manager if you are a single Examiner), and award marks 
accordingly. 

 
 The following marking principles underpin the detailed instructions provided in Section 3 of the 

Mark Scheme.  Where a decision is taken to deviate from these principles for a particular 
question, this will be specified in the Mark Scheme. 

 
1.2 Crossing out: 
 

(a) If a candidate changes his / her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a 
mark if the final attempt is correct. 

 
(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, 

mark the crossed out work. 
 
1.3 Reading tasks: more than the stipulated number of boxes ticked / crossed by the 

candidate: 
 

(a) If more than one attempt is visible, but the candidate has clearly indicated which attempt is 
his / her final answer (e.g. by crossing out other attempts or by annotating the script in some 
way), mark in the usual way. 

 
(b) If two attempts are visible (e.g. two boxes ticked instead of the 1 box stipulated), and neither 

has been crossed out / discounted by the candidate, no mark can be awarded. 
 
(c) In questions where candidates are required to tick a number of boxes (e.g. tick the 6 true 

statements) the general rule to be applied is as follows: the number of 'extra' answers 
indicated by the candidate is deducted from the number of correct answers and the 
remaining number is the mark awarded, e.g. the candidate is required to tick 6 true 
statements, but instead ticks 8 statements.  5 of the 6 ticks are correctly placed, but 2 of the 
ticks are 'extras' (8 ticks placed by candidate minus 6 ticks required by rubric = 2).  Therefore 
the candidate is awarded a mark of 3  

 
  5 number of correct ticks 
  –2 minus number of extra ticks 
  = 3 
 

(d) Answers in pen do not take precedence over answers in pencil, e.g. if a candidate is asked 
to tick 1 box and ticks two, one in pen and the other in pencil, the mark cannot be awarded 
unless there is some explicit indication from the candidate as to which is his / her final 
answer. 

 
1.4 Reading tasks: for questions requiring more than one element for the answer, (i) and (ii), 

where the answers are interchangeable: 
 
 Both correct answers on line 1 and line 2 blank = 2 
 Both correct answers on line 1, but another answer on line 2 wrong = 1 
 (or vice-versa) 
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1.5 Reading tasks: answers requiring the use of Spanish (rather than a non-verbal response) should 
be marked for communication.  Tolerate inaccuracies provided the message is clear. 

 
(a) ‘If in doubt, sound it out’: if you read what the candidate has written, does it sound like the 

correct answer? 
 
(b) Look-alike test: does what the candidate has written look like the correct answer? 
 
(c) Accept incorrect gender or person unless Mark Scheme specifies otherwise. 
 
(d) Accept incorrect possessive adjectives e.g. mi, tu, su etc, unless Mark Scheme specifies 

otherwise (in general, Section 2 accept, Section 3 consult Mark Scheme carefully). 
 
1.6 Unless the Mark Scheme specifies otherwise, do not accept incorrect Spanish if the word 

given means something else in Spanish.  (Incorrect Spanish which constitutes a word in any 
language other than Spanish is marked (i) on the basis of whether it is accepted or refused in the 
Mark Scheme and (ii) if not mentioned in the Mark Scheme, on the basis of 2.5 above). 

 
1.7 Annotation used in the Mark Scheme: 
 
 t.c. = ‘tout court’ and means that on its own the material is not sufficient to score the mark. 
 
1.8 No response and '0' marks 
 

There is a NR (NO Response) option in Scoris. 
Award NR (No Response): 

• If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or 

• If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. 
'can’t do' or 'don’t know') or 

• If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark). 
 
 Award 0: 

• If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate 
copying all or some of the question, or any working that does not earn any marks, whether 
crossed out or not. 

 
1.9 Extra material: Section 2, Exercise 1 
 
 In Section 2, Exercise 1, reward the candidate for being able to locate the answer in the 

passage.  Do not worry about lifting unless this would cause the message to be seriously 
distorted (in general, incorrect possessives should not be judged to cause distortion: see 2.5(d) – 
in which case a lift will be specifically rejected in the Mark Scheme. 

 
 Ignore extra material given in an answer providing that it does not invalidate an answer. 
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1.10 Extra material: Section 3 
 
 In Section 3 it is the candidate’s responsibility to answer questions in such a way as to 

demonstrate to the Examiner that s / he has understood the texts / questions.  Where 
candidates introduce extra, irrelevant material to an otherwise correct answer the danger is that 
the Examiner is being forced to ‘choose’ the correct answer and s / he cannot be certain that the 
candidate has shown understanding.  Where the Examiner is put in this position the mark 
cannot be awarded. 

 
 In Section 3, look for signs of genuine comprehension.  Usually, candidates who lift 

indiscriminately fail to demonstrate comprehension and will not score the mark.  However, 
careful lifting of the details required to answer the question does demonstrate comprehension 
and should be rewarded.  The Detailed Mark Scheme (Section (c)) provides specific guidance 
but in cases not covered, the following general rules apply: 

 

(a) Extra material, 
mentioned in the Mark 
Scheme, which 
reinforces the correct 
answer or in itself 
constitutes an 
alternative correct 
answer: 

this is acceptable and is not penalised 

(b) Extra material which 
constitutes an 
alternative answer, but 
which is not explicitly 
mentioned in the Mark 
Scheme: 
 

the Examiner needs to decide, by consulting the text and the 
Team Leader if necessary whether the alternative answer 
constitutes: 
 
(i) an alternative correct answer, in which case this falls into 

category (a) and the answer should be rewarded 
 
(ii) or an answer which on its own would be refused, in which 

case this falls into category (c) and the answer should be 
refused 

(c) Extra material which 
constitutes an 
alternative answer 
specifically refused in 
the Mark Scheme: 

this puts the Examiner in the position of having to ‘choose’ 
which is the candidate's 'final' answer – the Examiner cannot 
be sure what the candidate has understood – and the mark 
cannot be awarded 

(d) Extra material which 
distorts or contradicts 
the correct answer: 

this affects communication – the Examiner cannot be sure 
what the candidate has understood – and the mark cannot be 
awarded 

(e) Extra material 
introduced by the 
candidate and which 
does not feature in the 
text: 

this affects communication – the Examiner cannot be sure 
what the candidate has understood – and the mark cannot be 
awarded.  It can sometimes be difficult to draw the line 
between what is a deduction made by an able candidate on 
the basis of what they have read and pure guesswork.  
Therefore, where an answer of this sort occurs which is not 
covered in the Mark Scheme, Examiners should consult their 
Team Leader 
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SECTION 1 
 
Exercise 1 Questions 1–5 
 
1 A 
 
 
2 C 
 
 
3 C 
 
 
4 D 
 
 
5 C   [1 mark per item = 5 marks] 
 
 
Exercise 2 Questions 6–10 
 
6 C 
 
 
7 E 
 
 
8 F 
 
 
9 A 
 
 
10 B   [1 mark per item = 5 marks] 
 
 
Exercise 3 Questions 11–15 
 
11 G 
 
 
12 C 
 
 
13 F 
 
 
14 B 
 
 
15 E   [1 mark per item – 5 marks] 
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Exercise 4  Question 16 
 

COMMUNICATION: 1 mark per item up to a maximum of 3 
(For COMMUNICATION accept any tense) 
+ 
APPROPRIATENESS OF LANGUAGE: 0, 1 or 2 marks according to grid 
 

• Mark answers that are not written in the space provided for that purpose exactly as if they were 
written in the correct space, e.g. where candidates answer the questions but ignore the 
instruction to frame their answer as a message: 

• Where there are two versions, one by pics + one in box, mark what is in the box. 

Communication REFUSE 

(a) cómo es tu primo (una descripción) 
 Es bajo/pequeño/tiene pelo largo/es joven. 
 Be lenient with candidates who confuse primo & 

amigo 

 

(b) de dónde es 
 Vive al borde del mar/en la costa 

Es/Está en... 

(c) lo que le gusta hacer 
 Le gusta leer (libros) 
 El gusta leer los libros 
 Accept any leisure activity 

 

Appropriateness of language 

2 For the award of 2 marks, 2 verbs must be in 
appropriate tenses.  Minor errors (adjective 
endings, use of prepositions etc) are tolerated. 

1 There is some appropriate usage to reward. 
For the award of 1 mark, 1 verb must be in an 
appropriate tense. 

0 There are no examples of appropriate usage to 
reward. 
Where 0 marks were awarded for 
Communication, 0 marks are awarded for 
language. 

 
 
When marking for Language, consider 
only the parts of the candidate's work 
for which you are awarding a 
communication mark. 
 
NB: if candidates do not attempt one of 
the tasks they cannot score more than 1 
mark for language. 

 
    [Total: 5] 
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SECTION 2 
 
Exercise 1  Questions 17–25 
 

• In this exercise, reward the candidate for being able to locate the answer in the passage. 

• Ignore extra material (whether Spanish is accurate or inaccurate) in an answer providing that 
it does not invalidate an answer. 

• In any case where lifting is unacceptable it will be specifically rejected in the Mark 
Scheme. 

READ SECTION 1: GENERAL MARKING PRINCIPLES, IN PARTICULAR 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 
1.7, 1.8, 1.9  

ACCEPT REFUSE  

17 (Con sus/mis) padres/(con sus/mis) primos/familia 
(accept any) 

 [1] 

18 Diez (10) años (visitamos/en el mismo sitio) Dos semanas / el mes de agosto 
Lift: “llevamos diez años etc…..” to 
end of sentence 

[1] 

19 (Porque) (son) mayores Para disfrutar de la tranquilidad/ a 
primera hora de la mañana 

[1] 

20 (Porque había mucha) basura / (porque estaba) 
sucia / plástico etc. 

 [1] 

21 (Querían) bañarse/bañarnos / bañar Ir a la piscina / bañarse+caminar 
en la playa 

[1] 

22 (Había peligro de/miedo a) cortarse el pie/ 
 (Había) botellas rotas / cristal  

Miedo t c 
Una botella rota 

[1] 

23 (Decidieron ir / fueron) al Ayuntamiento/ 
 protestar (al Ayuntamiento)/ 
 organizar grupos de voluntarios/ 
 limpiar la playa 

(el) Ayuntamiento t.c. 
A la piscina 

[1] 

24 (Bajan) cada día/todos los días Al Al día siguiente/ 
“Voluntarios para bajar bajar cada 
día para limpiarla” 

[1] 

25 Todo el mundo/jóvenes y adultos   Jóvenes t c/adultos t c [1] 

26 El medio ambiente es responsabilidad de todos. Quiere hacer una presentación [1] 

 
    [Total: 10]
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Exercise 2  Question 27 
 

NO WORD COUNT 

• COMMUNICATION: 1 mark per point (as indicated) up to a maximum of 10 

• ACCURACY: up to 5 marks according to grid  

Communication 
NB: Each successfully completed point from the 4 tasks (a), (b), (c) and (d) earns one mark. 
 If one point from (a) or (b) or (c) or (d) is missing, the maximum communication mark is 9. 
 If 2 points from (a), (b) or (c) or (d) are missing, the maximum communication mark is 8. 
 
LISTS = a maximum of 3 marks for communication: 
  lists of 1–3 items = 1 mark 
  lists of 4 items = 2 marks 
  lists of 5–6 items = 3 marks 

(a) tu nuevo colegio 
 Mi nuevo colegio es hermoso / Está en el centro/   Llevamos 

uniforme 

  

(b) tus nuevos amigos 
 

 

(c) lo que hace Must refer to what (s)he 
does – not general 
description 

(d) como sería tu colegio ideal, y por qué  

Only 1 part of task (d) required to fulfil communication point. 
6 marks available for extra detail. 
Accept Present tense for communication mark. 

 

Marking annotation:  
Left margin: ticks for communication (a) – (d). 
Right margin: ticks for extra detail 1–6.  
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Accuracy 
 

5 Straightforward vocabulary and structure. 
The style of writing is basic, but reasonably coherent. 
Use of a limited range of verbs, generally successful. 
More accuracy than inaccuracy. 

4 Basic vocabulary and structure. 
Some awareness of verb usage, but inconsistent. 
The writing is sufficiently accurate for meaning to be conveyed. 

3 Very basic vocabulary and structure. 
Little awareness of verb usage (e.g. infinitives regularly used instead of finite verbs). 
Despite regular errors, the writing often conveys some meaning. 

2 A few phrases or short sentences are accurate enough to be recognisable.   
Very simple sentence structure. 

1 Disjointed words or short phrases, one or two of them accurate enough to be comprehensible. 

0 Nothing accurate enough to be comprehensible. 

 
    [Total: 15] 
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SECTION 3 
 
Look for signs of genuine comprehension.  Usually, candidates who lift indiscriminately fail to 
demonstrate comprehension and will not score the mark.  However, careful lifting of the details 
required to answer the question does demonstrate comprehension and should be rewarded.  The 
Detailed Mark Scheme (Section (c)) provides specific guidance but in cases not covered, see General 
Marking Principles, Section 1.10 
 

Exercise 1  Questions 28–33 
1 mark per question for True or False + 1 mark for correcting False statement (29, 30, 31, 32) 
 
READ SECTION 1: GENERAL MARKING PRINCIPLES, IN PARTICULAR 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.5, 1.6, 
1.7, 1.8, 1.10 

 
(a) True/False element: all 6 statements appear on screen.  Enter marks as appropriate for correct 

identification of each statement as True or False. 

• If neither True nor False is 'ticked' for a question, enter N / R (no response). 

• If both True and False are 'ticked' (and there is no clarification of candidate's 'final' 
answer), enter 0. 

 
(b) Justification for False statements: only the 4 False statements appear on   screen. 
 If True is 'ticked', award 0 (ignore any justification) 
 If True and False are both 'ticked' (and there is no clarification of candidate's 'final' 

answer), award 0 (ignore any justification) 

• If False is 'ticked', mark justification and enter mark. 

• If neither True nor False is 'ticked', mark justification and enter mark (no mark awarded 
for True/False element) 

  
 VERDADERO FALSO 

28 �    [1] 

      

29   �  [1] 

      

30   �  [1] 

      

31   �  [1] 

      

32   �  [1] 

      

33 �    [1] 
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CHECK FALSO IS TICKED REFUSE MERE ADDITION OF NEGATIVE 

29 Los astronautas vivirán/estarán (accept 
present tense) en condiciones duras/una 
vida dura  

 Las condiciones son duras [1] 

Estarán incómodos/no estarán cómodos/ 
Lift of whole sentence (Se trata…. Marte) 

30 Vivirán siete días a la semana / todos los 
días / 520 días en la instalación / el vehículo 
(espacial). [1] 

 

31 No el/le/se gusta/gustará estar aislada (del 
mundo y de su familia.)  

 Para N. hay aspectos positivos y negativos. 
 N. dice/según N. “No me gusta” ... [1] 

No me/te gusta estar aislada. 

32 (Piensa que) ha(n) hecho lo suficiente/ lo 
(que fue /es) necesario. 

 Está(n)/estaba(n)/son (totalmente) 
preparada/os. [1] 

Excessive lift (Claro que…) 
Tiene confianza... 

 
    [Total: 10]
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Exercise 2 Questions 34–42 
 

READ Section 1 of the Mark Scheme: General Marking Principles, IN PARTICULAR 1.1, 1.2, 
1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 1.10 

ACCEPT REFUSE  

34 (Porque tiene más de) 50 años de / mucha 
experiencia como diseñadora OR 

 diseña despachos y oficinas 
 (Accept idea of “expert in this area/topic”) 

Fruto de más de 50 años... [1] 

35 Para estar aislados de las distracciones (de la 
vida cotidiana en el hogar). 

 Porque hay muchas distracciones (de la vida 
cotidiana) (en el hogar) 

 [1] 

36 (Para) descansar / reducir el estrés / dormir. 
 (Debe servir como / Es) un espacio personal / 

un cuarto de descanso. 

 [1] 

37 (i) (Por motivos económicos) es imposible para 
muchas familias. / (Es) caro / Lift: Claro 
que… 

 
 (ii) Le/se parece un poco exagerado 

Por motivos económicos les sería 
imposible 
 
 
Lift (Debo admitir que…) 

[1] 
 
 
 
[1] 

38 No hay /se necesita espacio para usar el PC y 
escribir a la vez   

 [1] 

39 Evitará / Evita / Evitar el dolor de 
espalda/ayudará la concentración/ es 
ergonómica/es cómoda para concentrarse 

Confortable [1] 

40 Poniendo/(al) poner/con una iluminación 
adecuada /una segunda luz en la habitación 

 Se debe tener suficiente luz (verb required)/Con 
suficiente/una segunda luz 

Hay suficiente luz. Mucha luz  
t c 

[1] 

41 (Hacer) un análisis de la personalidad del 
alumno. 

 Escoger el color según... / con un análisis... 

Sin un análisis t c [1] 

42 C  [1] 

 
    [Total: 10] 
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