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SECTION A : Reading and Writing

Passage 1
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TOTAL : 14 MARKS




SECTION B : Translation

Passage 2

Question 2

Arabic calligraphy is both an art and a science that has its own rules. It is
one of the most widespread forms of Islamic art, and uses Arabic letters,
words and Quranic passages, which often have vocalisation markers. It has
several different styles and these are written on the walls and ceilings of
mosques as well as on paper. The Quran has, therefore, played an
important role in the development of Arabic calligraphy. So, it is a link
between the Muslims and their religion. Non-Arab nations, such as the
Persians and Turks, have used and greatly developed Arabic calligraphy.

Calligraphy — Laal)
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Note: Please refer to the relevant assessment grid in the Specification

e The above translation is to be used as a guide only. Candidates may offer
variations which are equally acceptable.

e Vocalisation is not required unless absolutely necessary to clarify meaning.

TOTAL : 10 MARKS



SECTION C: Topics and Texts

Note: Candidates must write these answers in_Arabic
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The Lebanese Civil war of 1975-90 is the most expected answer, although it is not
exclusive. Mention is expected of the different elements involved — the roles of
Christian and Muslim groups, the Palestinians, Syria and others and how this war
can be traced to a time long before it started. Discussion can focus on the war in
general, on the different phases of it or on the conflict in Beirut itself. Reference
would be expected on the outcome of the war — elections, government being
shared between Christians and Muslims etc.
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Poverty, rise in population and decrease in mortality, over-population in rural areas,
improved agricultural techniques and machinery (e.g. tractors), less need for
labourers, meant movement away from land to the cities of their own countries and
overseas — e.g. North African Arabs to France, Egyptians to Lybia and Gulf, within
Morocco, Egypt and Iraqg — move to Casablanca, Cairo and Baghdad etc. Other
relevant reasons and information accepted (c.f. ch 22 Hourani, a History of the
Arab Peoples).
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Candidates are free to mention any recent Arab novel or short story that discusses

current Arab issues. They must discuss whether or not it gave a realistic view of the
problem (s) and of today’s Arab society, plus substantiation.
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There are some obvious folk dances, such as the Debke (Lebanon), Rags al Assaya
(Upper Egypt) etc. Candidates would describe the dances and the costumes. Some
of these dances have symbolic meaning, some are enacting a story and some

religious. Some are just for entertainment purposes. The importance can be cultural
heritage, nationalistic or for other reasons that the candidates can substantiate.
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‘Charity begins at home’. Candidates could use this proverb for a number of
situations. The most expected answer would be in connection with helping the poor
in Arab countries. Mention could be made of the disparity between the rich and the
poor, and examples given of where the rich do or do not give to those less

fortunate. Candidates then have an opportunity to discuss their view of this. Any
examples of situations are accepted as long as they are relevant and substantiated.
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Candidates can choose from an array of either inventions or traditions that the
world has benefited from. Inventions and Science from the Medieval and Middle
Ages — either through transfer or original inventions laid the foundations of modern
science; Philosophy; Literature, e.g. Naguib Mahfouz, the Thousand and One Nights
— Naguib Mahfouz threw light on society and politics; Musical instruments and
flamenco-type dance — brought entertainment and a Spanish national heritage;
Numbers and the ‘zero’- which revolutionized counting and mathematics; Words
adopted — which brought with them a history of the region; etc. Candidates can be
expected to mention any of these and other relevant areas with relevant evidence.
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Candidates are free to concentrate on any part of Said’s life, both before and after
entering prison. Therefore, the rest of their answer should be related to this and
to events as they come in the story. They are then given an opportunity to
criticise and evaluate Said’s actions and amend these to how they would have

dealt with the various situations he comes up against. References for their reasons
must come from the book.
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Education comes in the form of the student hostel where Rauf stayed and where
Said worked when he was younger; also in the books that Rauf gave Said; in the
‘education’ that Said got from Rauf; the newspapers as a source of education and a
symbol of where you could work after receiving a ‘good’ education; etc. Candidates
are expected to give examples such as these. The importance would be on the
theme that none of the forms of education in the story were of any use to Said.
They were used to destroy rather than help the individual (p48) & (p28). This is an
example of society being let down by the promises of the educated and those in
control.
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Candidates should relate the story: there was a king who had a bird called Fanza.
The bird had a baby chick. Both birds were kept by the king’s chief wife and she
was ordered to look after them. When she had a little boy, he and the chick would
play together. Fanza would leave every day and find rare fruits and feed both the
boy and the chick with them. The king was very pleased at this and his respect for
Fanza grew. One day the chick made the little boy angry and he killed it. When
Fanza returned he cursed all kings and swore revenge. He clawed out the eyes of
the prince and flew away. The king tried everything to persuade him to return but
he refused. The moral is that if you are afraid of someone or do not trust them,
then it is better to avoid them and not give them any chance to do you harm. You
can never trust someone you have taken revenge on or harmed. Candidates are
expected to mention this in their response as well as the actions of those in the
story. Then they should give their opinion about both and give logical reasons.
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Candidates would be expected to relate the story in order to answer the first part of
the question. It is about a hermit who has a visitor. The hermit offered the visitor
dates and butter — something he had never tasted before. The guest liked this very
much and seemed a little jealous, because these didn’t exist where he came from.
The hermit then said what is in the quote. The moral is that if people wish for
things they cannot have, then that is very unfortunate. This makes people greedy
and impatient and becomes a burden that is hard to bear. Candidates can also refer
to the second example regarding the language. The moral regarding the language
is that people should keep doing the kind of work that best suits them, and not try
to do something that is beyond their capabilities, because they then return to what
they were originally doing, but find they can no longer do that either. So, again it is
about both being content with your lot and not being greedy. Candidates should
then comment on how far they agree with the moral and why.
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Candidates must describe Ismail’s society and give examples of its customs and
traditions. Any of these are acceptable as long as the examples are from the book.

Candidates should then comment on the positive and negative aspects of these with
reference to examples from the book.
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These can be discussed in both a tangible and metaphoric sense. Ismail is an eye
specialist, and he is returning to cure the country of its blindness to modernity and
science. Fatima is blind — tangible and she also represents the blindness of the
country — metaphoric. Other instances include Ismail’s teacher, who describes his
country as being that of the blind. Candidates do not have to mention every

example, but they should comment on the role of this theme to the story and give
reasons.

TOTAL FOR SECTION C: 56 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER: 80 MARKS



Mark

Quality of language (A03)

No rewardable language.

1 Quality of language is poor.
e Communication is only occasionally achieved.
e Grammatical structures are basic and often used incorrectly.
e The vocabulary is often lacking or incorrect.
2 Quality of language is basic.
e Communication is sometimes achieved at a basic level.
e Grammatical structures are mainly AS ones, but are
sometimes used correctly.
e There is limited range of vocabulary.
3 Quality of language is adequate.
¢ Communication is achieved most of the time.
e AS grammatical structures are mostly used correctly; there is
some use of A2 structures, but there are errors in these.
e There is an adequate range of vocabulary.
4 Quality of language is good.
e Communication is achieved almost all of the time.
e Good ranges of grammatical structures are used; many A2
structures are used correctly.
e There is a good range of vocabulary, including some
specialised terms relevant to the topic/text.
5 Quality of language is excellent.
e Fluent and varied communication is achieved throughout.
¢ A wide range of grammatical structures are used; most of
these are correct.
e There is an excellent range of vocabulary, the student knows
many specialised terms relevant to the topic/text.
Mark | Organisation and development (A02)
0 No rewardable organisation and development.
1-2 Minimal rewardable organisation and development; answer largely
disorganised.
3-4 Limited organisation and development; structure lacks coherence.
5-6 Organisation and development not always logical and clear.
7-8 Organisation and development logical and clear.
9-10 | Extremely clear and effective organisation and development of ideas.
Mark | Content (A02)
0 No rewardable material
1-2 Minimal knowledge of topic/text is demonstrated.
e The student has not addressed the question.
e There is little correct factual information about the topic/text.
3-4 Limited knowledge of topic/text is demonstrated.

e The student has addressed the general topic area, but not the
specific question.
e There is some basic factual information about the topic/text.




5-7

Some knowledge of topic/text is demonstrated.

e The student has made at least one relevant point in response
to the question: however, there is no substantiation of this
point.

e The factual information about the topic/text is correct, but
may be basic and/or irrelevant.

8-10

Good knowledge of topic/text is demonstrated.

e The student has made several relevant points in response to
the question: at least one of the points has been
substantiated.

¢ The factual information about the topic/text is correct and
mostly relevant.

e There may be some evidence of independent thought.

11-
13

Excellent knowledge of topic/text is demonstrated.
e The student has made several relevant points in response to
the question: most of the points have been substantiated.
e The factual information about the topic/text is correct,
relevant and well integrated into the essay.
e There is evidence of a good degree of independent thought.

Mark

Transfer of Meaning and Quality of language

9-10

Excellent transfer of meaning show awareness of nuance and idiom.
Excellent range of structure appropriately used. High level of
accuracy.

7-8

Very good transfer of meaning skills with some awareness of nuance
and idiom. Very accurate with only a few minor errors in grammar
and structure. Appropriate choice of text.

5-6

Competent transfer of meaning but with some errors of
transmission. Mostly accurate but sometimes lacks flow with errors
in grammar, structure and lexis.

3-4

Satisfactory transfer of meaning but with evidence of
misunderstanding and/or detail glossed over. Intrusive errors in
grammar, structure and lexis.

1-2

Very limited transfer of meaning with little rewardable language.
Occasional communication. Major errors in grammar, structure and
lexis.

No rewardable language.
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