Cambridge International Advanced Level )
9680 Arabic November 2023 WWW.dynamicpapers.com

Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

ARABIC

Paper 9680/21
Reading and Writing 21

Key messages

In order to do well in this paper, candidates should:

Expand their range of vocabulary by reading more widely and learning more synonyms. The answer
should be a synonym of the underlined word, whether according to the context of the sentence or just a
general synonym of that word.
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Pay more attention to the correct use of the dual.
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Pay more attention to ‘&)’ and its sisters, and their effect on the nominative sentence.
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Practise use of the correct verb forms, in particular the jussive e‘j‘}.}-‘d\ @Lzud\ J=4dll and the correct use

of the ajll cags
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Understand the requirements of the questions, and specifically respond to what is being asked_from the
correct paragraph paying attention to the key words mentioned in the questions.
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General comments:

Overall, the standard of answers was good .It was apparent that teachers were effective in preparing the
candidates well and raising the standard of their responses; a number of very interesting opinions were
expressed.

Candidates should be reminded not to copy out sections of the text and, as far as possible, they should
use their own words and phrases, particularly in response to Question 3, Question 4, and Question 5.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The answers were variable; many candidates successfully answered most parts of the question, which
indicates a clear improvement in their level. Part (b) and (c) were the most challenging. A few candidates
gave the antonyms instead of synonyms. Candidates should read the question carefully.

Question 2

Questions 2(b), (d) and 2(e) were the most challenging, and 2(a) and (c) were the most accurately
answered. Many candidates would do well to review the dual.  wl’, the rules of ‘() and its sisters

‘\gilsals’, and the correct use ofajall Cag s

Question 3

Many candidates responded correctly to most sections of Question 3.

As for part (c), the question was about why the political candidate C—til_)-ﬂn (key word) resorts to using social

media platforms during his election campaign — whereas some candidates focused on the general use of
social media platforms, including why voters use these platforms

enipall ) all claiall el (gariiy Al e BES ).

As for part (d), some candidates correctly realised that the question concerns the negative impacts of social
media platforms on the user’s social life 4. s sLall (Key word), whereas other candidates irrelevantly

wrote about physical activity gawal) Laliall.

As for part (e) some candidates answered the second part of the question and did not answer the first part
which is asking if the author’'s own opinion agreed with the statement in the question.

‘Ul 138 aa ) (3 o,

As for part (f), the question was about the current groups Qs (key word) that are trying to protect people

from the negative aspects of social networking sites — so those who wrote about robots that will be useful in
the future added irrelevant information.

Question 4

There were some very good responses to this question. Parts (a), (b) and (c) were the most accurately
answered.
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As for part (d), some candidates included a piece of information about children JuLY) — whereas the

question is clearly about the youth «L.ill (key word)

In part (e) some candidates answered the second part of the question and did not answer the first part which
is asking if the journalist’s own opinion agreed with the statement in the question.

bl 3 e aaall Gilg

In part (f), some candidates merely wrote out the expert advice without commenting on the consequences
of expert advice which is what the question asked for.

Some of those who understood the requirements of the question gave an answer without specifically
mentioning the ‘subject’ of the sentence and used instead the attached pronoun rendering their responses
vague. For example, instead of writing ‘children maintaining and preserving their Arab identity’ they wrote

‘they maintain and preserve their Arab identity’ 4w 2]l agisga e Lliall. This is ambiguous.

Question 5

(a) On the whole, there were some very good answers to this question. The question concerned the
positive effects of social media sites on the individual and the Arabic language. Many candidates
were successful in listing most of these, whereas some copied out sections of the text without
elaborately addressing what is been asked.

(b) The question asked for the candidate’s own opinion on the impact of social media platforms on
their daily life. The majority of candidates answered this question and there were many very
interesting ideas. Some candidates wrote very brief answers with only one or two ideas.
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ARABIC

Paper 9680/22
Reading and Writing 22

Key messages

In order to do well in this paper, candidates should:

Expand their range of vocabulary by reading more widely and learning more synonyms. The answer
should be a synonym of the underlined word, whether according to the context of the sentence or just a
general synonym of that word.
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Pay attention to the correct use of male and female gender and gender agreement. The following are
some examples from the candidate’s responses:
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Practise use of the correct verb forms, in particular the present tense accusative cgaiall ¢ ladll J2dll

and the correct use of the caaill Cag »
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Pay more attention to ‘)’ and its sisters, and their effect on the nominative sentence.
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Understand the requirements of the questions, and specifically respond to what is being asked from the
correct paragraph paying attention to the key words mentioned in the questions.
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General comments:

Overall, the standard of answers was good. It was apparent that teachers were effective in preparing the
candidates well and raising the standard of their responses; a number of very interesting opinions were
expressed.

Candidates should be reminded not to copy out sections of the text and, as far as possible, they should
use their own words and phrases, particularly in response to Question 3, Question 4, and Question 5.

Comments on specific questions:

Question 1

The answers were variable; many candidates successfully answered most parts of the question, which
indicates a clear improvement in their level. Part (a) and (b) were the most accurately answered. Part (c),
(d) and (e) were the most challenging. A few candidates wrote multiple answers that included both correct
and incorrect answers, which should be avoided if full marks are to be attained.

Question 2

Questions 2(a), (b) and 2(d) were the most challenging, and 2(c) and (e) were the most accurately
answered.

Many candidates would do well to review the adjective-noun agreement ‘i gasally daall 3:Us | the rules

of ‘&) and its sisters ‘lgilsals, and the correct use of caaill Cagja

Question 3

Most candidates responded correctly to most sections_of Question 3.

As for part (a), the question was about who the readers of children’s books are in this era sl 134 (key

word) — whereas some candidates wrote about mothers and grandmothers <ulaally cilgaY! referring to an
irrelevant paragraph.

As for part (e), the question was about why contemporary Arabic books do not meet the needs of today’s
Arab children. The text states that Arabic literature should be relatable and relevant to today’s child rather
than antiquated, repetitive, and unrelatable. This could be done through leaving aside these traditional texts
and using novel educational methods that make use of modern technology.

The first correct reason is that current Arabic literature is traditional and repetitive, thereby uninteresting to
modern children. The second reason is that current books do not meet the children’s needs in this
technological age.

Most candidates, however, replied: ‘this could be done by leaving aside these traditional texts’ and ‘by
finding novel methods that fulfil the needs of modern children in the technological age’. These are not
reasons.

Question 4

There were some very good responses to this question. Parts (d) and (e) were the most accurately
answered.
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As for part (a), Some candidates managed to answer this question only partially. They omitted the second

part of the answer, i.e., ¢ &l Hlal 4ad Ylsa (auaid

As for part (b), the question was about the impact of social media on children. Some candidates did not pay
attention to the word CHILDREN (key word) and rushed to answer that these platforms help university’s
candidates in gaining news and information.

In part (c) some candidates answered the second part of the question and did not answer the first part which
is asking if the author’'s own opinion agreed with the statement in the question.

el 1 e calsl) il Ja.

In part (f) Some candidates managed to answer this question only partially. They omitted the first part of the

answer, i.e., Js¢all il 85 i instead they added irrelevant answer such as

Bl Ao lagll Lajas daaiiall Jsal)
Question 5

(a) On the whole, there were some very good answers to this question. The question was about how
the society and modern technology support reading. Many candidates were successful in listing
most of these, whereas other candidates irrelevantly wrote about the negative impact of society
and technological developments such as:

.E;\jﬂ\ sale &b:l -1
Ll a5y elikail —2
kY dag b Ll LKAl an (D2) -3

(b) The question asked for the candidate’s own opinion on which they prefer: an e-book or a physical
book and why. The majority of candidates answered this question and there were many very
interesting ideas. Some candidates wrote very brief answers with only one or two ideas.

BB Cambridge Assessment
QP International Education ©2023




Cambridge International Advanced Level )
9680 Arabic November 2023 WWW.dynamicpapers.com

Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

ARABIC

Paper 9680/31
Essay

Key messages

When writing for this assessment, it is important to use clear and accurate language and show that you have
a good knowledge of words. Your arguments should be well-organised and supported by examples when
needed. It is noticeable that some students have used the same introductions and conclusions in their
essays, which seems like they have memorised them. To encourage creativity and originality, teachers and
schools should help students develop their own ideas rather than just memorising parts of essays.

It is also noticeable the numerous spelling errors and the repetitive use of some words even if they do not fit

the text, indicating a limited vocabulary known by the candidate. This is something that centres should work
on to improve the candidates' level.

General comments

In this essay paper, candidates are tasked with creating a single essay, choosing from five topics provided.
The essay should fall within the word count range of 250 to 400 words. The assessment is based on a total
of 40 marks: 16 allocated for Content evaluation and 24 for assessing Language Use.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

This question was the very popular among the candidates in this series, and their answers ranged from good
to average and weak. However, overall, the content was good and indicated a solid understanding of the
topic, despite occasional weaknesses in language.

Question 2

This question was the least popular among the candidates, but it is notable that the candidates who chose
this question achieved high score, and this indicates their good preparation on this topic.

Question 3

This question was adequately popular, and most of the responses were good. The content reflected a good
level of preparedness from the students to answer this question.

Question 4

This question was quite popular, and the candidates provided good answers using clear language. Overall,
the content reflected a good level of preparedness; however, many scripts lacked sufficient content and
contained a lot of repetition of ideas.

Question 5

This question was the most popular, and the answers were lengthy and detailed. However, most of the
responses made a mistake by explaining the meaning of pollution and its negative effects on the
environment and society without paying attention to the fact that the question was about the impact of
pollution on the economy of individuals and the nation. Although the language, in general, was good, the
content did not meet the same quality.
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ARABIC

Paper 9680/32
Essay

Key messages

When writing essays for this assessment, it is important to use clear and accurate language and show that
you have a good knowledge of words. Your arguments should be well-organised and supported by examples
when needed. It is noticeable that some students have used the same introductions and conclusions in their
essays, which seems like they have memorised them. To encourage creativity and originality, teachers and
schools should help students develop their own ideas rather than just memorising parts of essays.

It is also noticeable the numerous spelling errors and the repetitive use of some words even if they do not fit

the text, indicating a limited vocabulary known by the candidate. This is something that centres should work
on to improve the candidates' level.

General comments

In this essay paper, candidates are tasked with creating a single essay, choosing from five topics provided.
The essay should fall within the word count range of 250 to 400 words. The assessment is based on a total
of 40 marks: 16 allocated for Content evaluation and 24 for assessing Language Use.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

This question was not popular and only few candidates chose to answer it. However, those who did received
good marks, indicating that they chose it because they were well-prepared to answer it. The language used
was generally average, but the content was good.

Question 2

Very few candidates chose this question, nevertheless, the grades obtained by those who answered this
question were high due to the quality of language and the diverse content. This indicates that they chose it
because they were well-prepared.

Question 3

A reasonable number of candidates answered this question, and the responses varied between good,
average, and weak. However, overall, the language was good, and the content was satisfactory. This
indicates good preparation in answering this question.

Question 4

It is evident that this question was popular among the candidates, and the answers were detailed, indicating

good preparation to respond to this question. The language was good, and the content was diverse,
containing a lot of details.
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Question 5

This question was the most popular among the candidates, and the answers were diverse. The language
used was clear and straightforward. However, there was a recurring mistake in some responses, extensively
discussing the definition of pollution and its negative effects on the environment and society, without realising
that the question was about increasing awareness among people to reduce pollution. As a result, candidates
hurriedly approached the discussion towards the conclusion of their responses.
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ARABIC

Paper 9680/41
Texts 41

Key Messages

e Candidates are required to answer only three questions out of six (choosing either (a) or (b) in each
case). They should answer one question from Section 1, one from Section 2 and another one from
either. It is important that all candidates are aware that each answer must be on a different set text e.qg.
if they choose 3(a) they should not choose 3(b) for their next answer.

e Candidates should be reminded that the answers should be between 500 — 600 words. Candidates
might attempt to write the correct answer, but when they do not elaborate and write only briefly (100 —
300 words) they are unable to access the full range of marks.

e Most candidates did better in answering Question b in both sections, as they were able to summarise
and analyse the events they studied.

e Candidates are not strongly penalised for their grammar and spelling mistakes unless they obstruct the
readability of the answer. Therefore, candidates should always be encouraged to use good grammatical
readable sentences that makes sense.

e  There were long biographical introductions, especially in Question 3, Question 4, Question 5,
Question 6 about the poet/author in the answers given. This was not necessary unless specified in the
question.

General comments

The 2023 November Exam aimed to test the candidates’ ability to answer questions on different literary texts:
Poetry from three different Periods, a Play, a Short Story book, and a novel.

Overall, the performance for candidates was moderately good. Some candidates wrote excellent and
impressive essays, using an almost accurate and effective variety of grammatical structures and styles.
Weaker candidates used basic, less accurate language.

Many candidates understood the task of each selected question very well and addressed it adequately and,
in several cases, presented extremely high standards responses, showing understanding of the author’s
intentions and underlying themes. A few candidates showed well planned essays and understanding of
literary techniques.

Some candidates displayed the ability to write concisely. Not only did they fulfil the assignment, but they also

wrote more details that went beyond the prompt. Doing so within the word limit and doing it well deserves
recognition.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Question 1: Tarikh al-Adab al-’Arabi: al-’Asr al-’Al-Jahili, Dr Shawqi Dhayf
Capin B 3 Aalall juall ;o jell QW) G )

(a) Candidates were required to identify s aiz« and to explain why Orwa Ibn Alward fought for them,
explaining the lines in details. Candidates were asked to discuss how Orwa has changed the image
of bandits by setting a good example of noble behaviour and generosity. Few candidates answered
this question accurately. Some tried to explain the verses using general information or what they
had previously learnt. Candidates should be encouraged to elaborate on the ideas and the imagery
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in the poems and not to copy the exact words from the verses to increase the number of words.
Some only wrote general information about al Asr al Jahili, and Orwa Ibn Alward.

(b) Some candidates chose this question. A few achieved high marks for writing a well- structured
essay about Antara Ibn Shaddad suffering to prove his identity by continuously writing about his
noble behaviour and emotions. Some candidates went on writing further about the poets’ other
topics to show what they had learnt. It is still a good credit for the candidate to have a full
understanding of the topic and be able to write well.

Question 2

Tarikh al-Adab al-’Arabi: al-’Asr al-Abbasi al- Thani, Dr Shawqi Dhayf

(a) A few candidates were able to answer this question in a well-constructed essay. Some tried
answering this question generally, and their writing needed more depth to show their
understanding. Few candidates did well and knew what the poet was referring to when he said »l.

They successfully wrote about his unique poetic style using &l in the second verses.

(b) Many candidates attempted this question. They wrote about the poet’s life in general, or more
generally about the different topics the poet dealt with. A few candidates were more knowledgeable
and produced good essays explaining that despite Ibn AlMuataz royal upbringing, his life was full of
suffering and pain that he reflected on his poetry.

Question 3

Min al- Adab al- Nisa’ee al- Mu’aser: Al- Arabi wa al-Maghribi, Laila Al- Sabbagh
§laall L prall 5 el pualeall Sl oY) g

(a) Some candidates chose this question. The first part of the question required candidates to write
about the feelings that showed in the verses and explain them fully. The second part required
candidates to identify the difficult stage in the poet’s life and write about it while explaining the
verses which were connected to it.

(b) In this question, candidates had to write about Nazek’s different types of emotions that were
reflected in her poems. Many chose this task and some answered it brilliantly, writing excellent
essays, supporting their answers with a good choice of verses.

Section 2
Question 4

Sulieman Al Hakim, Tawfiq Al-Hakim

ASall 38 55 ¢ el o

(a) This question was about explaining the quotation, identifying who said it and to whom, and then
what happened after it was said. Some candidates wrote very good responses, while others wrote
only a summary of the whole play, and then went on to write everything they had learnt about the
play. The highest marks were given to the specific responses.

(b) This was a popular question: many candidates produced detailed and insightful responses about
the theme of loyalty and sacrifice in the play, using two positive examples of Shahbaa and the
fisherman. Well organised, articulate, and insightful responses were produced. This showed
thorough knowledge and considerable amount of sensitivity to language and author’s intentions.

Question 5

Al-Awasif, Gibran Khalil Gibran
L cuad ¢ QASY jaall
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(a) and (b) Many responses started with a long introduction about the author’s life which was not required in

the question. The responses also included a summary of his other short stories in the book that
candidates had studied. Candidates achieved generally good marks in this question in both (a) and
(b). A few candidates narrated the stories as they are, not showing understanding of how to
compare, evaluate and analyse. On the other hand, some candidates paid close attention to
details, analysed the author’s intentions and purposes, and compared the two stories successfully.

Question 6

Al-Riwayah Al-Mustahilah Foosayfisa Dimashqiyah, Ghada Al-Samman

(a)

(b)

Olanad) 3ale (Anafiad pludind dlimtiieal) 40 4 )

Candidates were required to write about how Boran, the socially oppressed character, tried to solve
her problem by resorting to and promoting myths. Only few chose this question and produced a
reasonably adequate response.

Candidates required to write about the theme of Divorce, its causes and repercussions, its
psychological effects, as well as the solutions the author suggested to solve these problems. Only
few chose this question and produced a reasonably adequate response.

Recommendations

Candidates should be reminded to follow the instructions on the front cover, then read the questions
carefully, and underline the keywords in a question to focus their answers on the question prompt only.
Candidates should ensure they answer three questions, one question from section 1 and one question
from section 2, and another question from either section 1 or section 2 (avoiding choosing from the
same question they chose before).

Candidates could choose to study 3 books, to allow themselves the ability to answer and to prepare for
their exam.

Candidates are encouraged to write a plan for their answer, in order to write a balanced essay, and to
respond only to the prompt. They should be aware that they do not gain extra marks by expanding and
including unnecessary information.

Candidates should adhere to the word limits specified.

Candidates should ensure that their work is legible, accurate and logically presented.

Candidates should allow time for thorough checking of their work.
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ARABIC

Paper 9680/42
Texts 42

Key Messages

e Candidates are required to answer only three questions out of six (choosing either (a) or (b) in each
case). They should answer one question from Section 1, one from Section 2 and another one from
either. It is important that all candidates are aware that each answer must be on a different set text e.qg.
if they choose 3(a) they should not choose 3(b) for their next answer.

e Candidates should be reminded that the answers should be between 500 — 600 words. Candidates
might attempt to write the correct answer, but when they do not elaborate and write only briefly (100 —
300 words) they are unable to access the full range of marks.

e Most candidates did better in answering Question b in both sections, as they were able to summarise
and analyse the events they studied.

e Candidates are not strongly penalised for their grammar and spelling mistakes unless they obstruct the
readability of the answer. Therefore, candidates should always be encouraged to use good grammatical
readable sentences that makes sense.

e  There were long biographical introductions, especially in Question 3, Question 4, Question 5,
Question 6 about the poet/author in the answers given. This is not required unless specified in the
question.

General comments

The 2023 November Exam aimed to test the candidates’ ability to answer questions on different literary texts:
Poetry from three different Periods, a Play, a Short Story book and a novel.

Overall, the performance for candidates was good this series. Some candidates wrote excellent and
impressive essays, using an almost accurate and effective variety of grammatical structures and styles.

It has also been observed that many candidates understood the task of each selected question very well and
addressed it adequately and, in several cases, presented extremely high standards responses that showed
understanding of the author’s intentions and underlying themes. Furthermore, some candidates showed
good, planned essays, and understanding of literary techniques.

Some candidates have the ability to write concisely. Not only did they fulfil the assignment, but they also

wrote more details that went beyond the prompt in an attempt to answer. Doing so within the word limit and
doing it well deserves recognition.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1

Tarikh al-Adab al-’Arabi: al-’Asr al-’Al-Jahili, Dr Shawqi Dhayf
Cania Asd 2 o lall juanll 1 el Gl & s

(a) Candidates were required to identify (3 » (») and to explain the poem’s lines in detail, then explain

how the poet portrayed the ideal picture of the Jtsll & slaiall during that era. Some candidates
answered this question immaculately, while others tried to explain the verses using general
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information or what they had previously learnt. Candidates should be encouraged to elaborate on
the ideas and the imagery in the poems and not to copy the exact words from the verses to
increase the number of words. Some only wrote general information about al asr al Jahili, and
Il L oeldl

Some candidates chose this question and achieved good marks for writing a well- structured essay
about the knights’ poetry vs the bandits’ poetry in outlining the difference between their lives. Some
candidates went on writing further about the poets’ other topics to show what they had learnt. It is
still a good credit for the candidate to have a full understanding of the topic and be able to write a
good piece of writing.

Question 2

Tarikh al-Adab al-’Arabi: al-’Asr al-Abbasi al- Thani, Dr Shawqi Dhayf

(a)

Cania (B 3 o S bl uandl ;g padl a1 5 )l

A few candidates were able to answer this question in a well-constructed essay. Some tried
answering this question generally and their writing needed more depth to show their understanding.
Very few candidates knew what the poet was describing and what his similarity to the Romantic
western period was, which was necessary to explain the poet’s skills in description.

(b) Many candidates attempted this question. They wrote about the poet’s life in general, or generally
about the different topics that the poet has dealt with. Few candidates were more knowledgeable
and produced better quality essays with more accurate details.

Question 3

Min al- Adab al- Nisa’ee al- Mu’aser: Al- Arabi wa al-Maghribi, Laila Al- Sabbagh

(a)

(b)

gliall A ¢ manall 5 oyl s pealrall Slail) Y (e

Some candidates answered this question. The first part of the question was related to the different
parts or stages in her life that she went through and required the candidates to write about the
feelings that showed in the poem and explain them fully. The second part required the candidates
to identify the natural element and usages of certain words or vocab to serve the purpose.

This was a popular question and many candidates answered it brilliantly, writing excellent essays
about this topic. They had to write about Nazek’s description of her emotional experiences
throughout her life with good and bad events. Many candidates supported their answers with a
good choice of verses.

Section 2

Question 4

Sulieman Al Hakim, Tawfiq Al-Hakim

(a)

(b)

wSall 38 5 ¢ pall ol

This question was about explaining the quotation and how events escalated in the first scene.
Some candidates wrote very good responses, while others wrote a summary of the whole play, and
then wrote everything they had learnt about the play.

This was a popular question. Many candidates produced detailed and insightful responses about
the theme of unrequited love, and how it led to sad endings with examples from the play. Well
organised, articulate and insightful responses were produced, that showed thorough knowledge
and a considerable amount of sensitivity to language and author’s intentions.

Question 5

Al-Awasif, Gibran Khalil Gibran
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(a) and (b) Many responses started with a long introduction about the author’s life which was not required in

the question. The responses also included a summary of his other short stories in the book that
candidates had studied. Candidates achieved generally good marks in this question in both a and
b. Few candidates narrated the stories as they are, and needed to show understanding of how to
compare, evaluate and analyse. On the other hand, many candidates paid close attention to
details, analysed the author’s intentions and purposes and compared the two stories successfully.

Question 6

Al-Riwayah Al-Mustahilah Foosayfisa Dimashgiyah, Ghada Al-Samman

(a)

(b)

Olanad) 3ale (Anafiad pludind dlimriieal) 40 4 )

Candidates were required to write about the suffering of Juhaina after her marriage and how it led
her to identify a better future for herself. Candidates were also expected to write about related
events to support their answers.

Candidates were required to write about Zain’s determination to achieve her goals despite all the
obstacles.

Recommendations

Candidates should be reminded to follow the instructions on the front cover, then read the questions
carefully, and underline the keywords in a question in order to focus their answers on the question
prompt only.

Candidates should ensure they answer three questions, one question from Section 1 and one question
from Section 2, and another question from either Section 1 or Section 2 (avoiding choosing from the
same question chosen before).

Candidates could choose to study 3 books, to gain the ability to answer and to prepare for their exam.
Candidates are encouraged to write a plan for their answer, in order to write a balanced essay, and to
respond only to the prompt. Candidate should be aware that they do not gain extra marks by expanding
and including unnecessary information.

Candidates should adhere to the word limits specified.

Candidates should ensure that their work is legible, accurate and logically presented.

Candidates should allow time for thorough checking of their work.
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The aim of this report is to provide feedback on the November 2023 exam and a general overview of the
examination, with some key clarifications to signify strength and key points of the exam.

With regards to the centres as their handling of the paperwork was excellent. The only suggestion | would
make is to ask the candidates to read the English text first to understand the full meaning, then translate it
choosing the right meaning, as the literal translation could lead to a different meaning.

General Notes:

e Marks are awarded positively for correct and valid answers. Credit is given for valid answers which go
beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme.

e Answers are judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation, and grammar when these features are
specifically assessed by the question. The meaning should be unambiguous.

Specific comments

e  Generally, the English text was clear and straightforward. There was some challenging vocabulary to
test the candidates’ different abilities to produce a well-structured translation from the English text.
Some of the challenging phrases were: popular, restorers, workshop, presenters, stories behind them,
valued possession, such, majority, it will be passed down, it is not unusual, in tears, create.

e  There was some confusion when candidates translated phrases such as:

Ay b L Osleny ol caaliall [omaasall (e G328 )
Sy slads Vs Ay il e g Gl

e  Full marks were awarded for the top quality of translation: vocabulary and style.
e To score a mark, sentences needed to be complete and unambiguous.

Recommendations to teachers:

e Candidates need to read the whole English text first to grasp the full meaning.

e Candidates then need to read the individual English sentences to understand the correct meaning, then
translate choosing the right meaning, as the literal translation could lead to a different meaning.

e Candidates need to leave an empty space where they could not translate and carry on afterwards for
the rest of the text.

e Candidates must be informed that when they cross a word or a sentence, no mark is awarded even if
they were correct.

e Candidates must indicate when they use a continuation page.

e Candidates are encouraged to widen their reading scope to include different topics to acquire a wealth
of new vocabulary and knowledge of different styles and sentence structure.
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The aim of this report is to provide feedback on the November 2023 exam and a general overview of the
examination, with some key clarifications to signify strength and key points of the exam.

With regards to the centres as their handling of the paperwork was excellent. The only suggestion | would
make is to ask the candidates to read the English text first to understand the full meaning, then translate it
choosing the right meaning, as the literal translation could lead to a different meaning.

General Notes:

e Marks are awarded positively for correct and valid answers. Credit is given for valid answers which go
beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme.

e Answers are judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation, and grammar when these features are
specifically assessed by the question. The meaning should be unambiguous.

Specific comments:

e  Generally, the English text was clear and straightforward. There was some challenging vocabulary to
test the candidates’ different abilities to produce a well-structured translation. Some of the challenging
phrases were: time flies, engaged, emphasizes, reactions, developed, arrange, the other way round,
schedules, aspects.

o There was some confusion when candidates translated the phrase “our individual reactions to time”:
gl /g ) olad Aua yall Lilladl 550

e To score a mark, sentences needed to be complete and unambiguous.

Recommendations to teachers:

e Candidates need to read the whole English text first to grasp the full meaning.

e Candidates then need to read the individual English sentences to understand the correct meaning, then
translate choosing the right meaning, as the literal translation could lead to a different meaning.

e Candidates need to leave an empty space where they could not translate and carry on afterwards for
the rest of the text.

e Candidates must be informed that when they cross a word or a sentence, no mark will be awarded even
if they were correct.

e Candidates must indicate when they use a continuation page.

e Candidates are encouraged to widen their reading scope to include different topics to acquire a wealth
of new vocabulary and knowledge of different styles and sentence structure.

BB Cambridge Assessment
QP International Education ©2023




	9680/21 Examiner Report
	9680/22 Examiner Report
	9680/31 Examiner Report
	9680/32 Examiner Report
	9680/41 Examiner Report
	9680/42 Examiner Report
	9680/51 Examiner Report
	9680/52 Examiner Report



