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Part Three Exercise Two Question 10

Listen to the following interview about using wind power as an alternative
energy source then answer the questions below. You will hear the interview
twice.

Huge modern wind structures use wind power as an alternative energy source. They
are usually situated on remote mountain ranges or far out to sea in offshore wind
farms. Nowadays however, wind power is becoming increasingly common in cities as
well as in the countryside. Here is Professor Tomas Georgios, a wind turbine-
engineering expert, to tell us more.

Wind power can be used everywhere and is becoming increasingly popular as an
alternative means of providing electricity. We are drawing up plans to put wind
turbines in all sorts of places. Wind turbines are sort of modemn windmill - tall
structures up to 105m high with a rotor blade at the pinnacle. We've had enquiries for
turbines to be built on office block rooftops in the middle of cities, in car parks and in
back gardens of suburban houses. We plan to create mini-wind farms in selected
areas of cities in order to provide electricity for those places.

Really? What are the benefits of wind power then? Obviously it saves using fossil
fuels.

Wind power is the fastest growing energy form in Great Britain for example and by
2005 should be able to supply 1.6% of the nation’s electricity.

That's good. Will that percentage rise?

it has to. By 2010 10% of national power has to be supplied by renewable sources.
Are there many wind turbines in use at the moment?

857 turbines in 67 farms to date, 100 to be added within 12 months and 541 to be
added within 4 years in 18 new offshore wind farms. Also each week many people
decide to erect a turbine in their garden — for this purpose we install smailer turbines
only 10-15 m tall. Some private companies are also starting to use this renewable
form of power....

Wind power is a brilliant idea but why the sudden interest?

Because companies are soon to be taxed on any electricity produced from fossil
fuels.

So what can wind turbines be used for?

There are many purposes, both large and small. In one city for example, 2 small
turbines on top of a set of traffic lights power a mini-generator and provide the
electricity for the lights.

Don't birds fly in to the whirring blades?

Not often, but it's important to situate turbines away from migration routes.

Do you think it would be noisy to have a wind turbine in your back garden or outside
your office or shop window?
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No. All you would hear would be a soft swishing of the blades. You would soon get
used to it. Besides it's a small price to pay for the advantage of providing electricity
from renewable resources.

Pause 00°30”

Now you will hear the interview again.

Repeat from *to ™
Pause 00°30”

That is the end of Part Three and of the test.

In a moment your teacher will stop the tape and collect your papers. Please
check that you have written your name, Centre number and candidate number
on the front of your question paper. Remember, you must not talk until all the
papers have been collected.

Pause 00'10”

Teacher, the tape should now be stopped and ail the papers collected.

Thank you everyone.
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