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Part 1

Part 1: Exercise 1 

Read the following advertisement about a zoo, and then answer the questions on the opposite page. 

THE DURRELL WILDLIFE ZOO

Welcome to the living, breathing heart of 
the Durrell Wildlife Zoo. The animals you 
encounter here today are just some of the 
creatures we are saving from extinction 
around the world. We hope they thrill and 
inspire you.

There are lots of ways to save wild animals 
from extinction. YOU can make a difference 
by becoming a member or adopting an 
animal.

Membership
You can become a member wherever you 
live. You will receive:
• our colourful newsletter
• a discount in the zoo shop.

The Dodo Club
There's no club like it. Children can meet 
some of the world's most endangered and 
extraordinary animals and learn how to 
protect them. You can:
• join workshops
• join a Saturday morning club
• take part in an award scheme.

The Animals
Many animals in the zoo are teaching the 
Durrell Wildlife Team how to help their 
cousins in the wild recover.

Some – like the tamarins – are preparing to 
return to their natural homes. Others – like 
the orangutans – are in the zoo because 
there is no safe home to go back to.

How to Find Out More
Daily talks from our keepers about our 
endangered species are usually timed to 
coincide with feeding times for the animals:

11.30 What's Going On in the Woods?:
tamarins in the woods

12.00 Bachelor Boys: rare birds at their
enclosure

12.30 Ruffed Up: ruffed lemurs at their
enclosure

14.00 Relatives and Friends: gorilla family
life at their enclosure

14.30 Monkey Snacks: feeding time for the
black macaques at their enclosure

Times and Places
To see just how close to 
extinction the animals are, 
look for these clocks around 
the zoo.

If you have limited time, the red arrows on 
the map and on the signposts around the 
zoo will take you on an interesting tour that 
lasts approximately two hours.


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(a) What is the role of the Durrell Wildlife Zoo? 

 [1] 

 

 

(b) Give one benefit of being a member of the Durrell Wildlife Zoo. 

 [1] 

 

 

(c) What does the Dodo Club offer? Mention one thing. 

 [1] 

 

 

(d) Why are the orangutans in the Durrell Wildlife Zoo? 

 [1] 

 

 

(e) When can you find out about gorillas? 

 [1] 

 

 

(f) If you don’t have much time, how can you have an interesting walk around the zoo? 

 [1] 

 

[Total: 6] 
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Part 1: Exercise 2 

 

Read the article below, and then answer the questions on the opposite page. 

 

 

Heart hero

he world's most famous heart 
surgeon, the Egyptian 
Professor, Sir Magdi Yacoub, 

has transplanted more hearts than 
anyone else.  To the countless 
people whose lives he has 
transformed and saved, he is a hero. 
Professor Yacoub was originally 
inspired in his work by his father, 
who was a general surgeon.

Now 66 years old, Professor Yacoub 
still retains his vibrant energy and 
extraordinary enthusiasm for his 
career.  For 43 years, he has dealt 
with desperate patients whose 
combination of poor diet, sedentary 
lifestyle and stress overload have 
caused them to ask for his help. 
Consequently, he is very aware of 
the role of good nutrition and regular 
exercise in maintaining good health.  
He eats well and swims early each 
morning.

Professor Yacoub's life is always 
hectic. When a donor heart has 
suddenly been found, then an 
operation has to take place quickly. 
He works long hours; he says there 
are no regular hours for a heart 
surgeon, as the surgery must take 
place when it needs to be carried out. 

For relaxation, Professor Yacoub
enjoys gardening and even grows 
orchids. One dream of his is to go to 
the Amazon one day to see the rare 
plants there. He is patron of the 
Chain of Hope charity, which aims to 
take medical expertise to the 
developing world. Specialist teams 
give their time free and travel all over 
the world to places such as 
Mozambique and Jamaica to train 
local cardiologists and surgeons in 
techniques that will save lives. This 
charity also brings needy children to 
the West for necessary heart surgery.

T
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(a) Why is the famous surgeon a hero to many people? 

 [1] 

 

 

(b) How does Magdi Yacoub keep himself healthy? Give two details. 

 [1] 

 

 

(c) Why is a heart surgeon always on duty? 

 [1] 

 

 

(d) What is Professor Yacoub’s personal ambition? 

 [1] 

 

 

(e) What medical expertise does the charity take to the developing world? 

 [1] 

 

[Total: 5] 
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Part 1: Exercise 3 

 

Read the article below, and then answer the questions on the opposite page. 

 

 

βRΣAKΙNG THΣ CθDΣ
The history of codes is an indicator 
of the history of any civilisation. 
Empires and nations have often 
owed their existence to the security 
of their communications through the 
use of codes.

Just because we cannot understand 
a text does not mean that it was 
supposed to be kept a secret.  
Sometimes it is just that we have 
lost the art of decoding it.  The 
ancient Egyptians used a series of 
pictures and phonetic images known 
as 'hieroglyphs'.  This was the 
Egyptians' way of communication, 
and it was a mystery to modern 
researchers for thousands of years.  
Codes have become progressively 
more complicated and harder to 
understand or break, especially with 
the introduction of specialised 
machinery and computers that make 
codes.  But this does not stop people 
trying to 'break the codes'.

In 1799, a French team found a slab 
of stone, now called the Rosetta 
Stone, which contained three scripts.  
The top and middle ones contained 
the simplified form of ancient 
Egyptian writing, hieroglyphics.  At 
the bottom, the writing was in Greek, 
and the information on this stone 
helped researchers and scholars to 
understand the hieroglyphics.

Another famous code is called the 
Beale Cipher.  In 1845, an 

Englishman opened a box of papers 
which he had been given 20 years 
before.  This box held three sheets 
of letters and numbers in code, with 
a note, written in English, that said 
that a large container of gold was 
hidden in a secret place.  It is

estimated that the amount was 
about $20 million at today's prices. 
The code was in three parts.  So far, 
some of the finest minds in the 
world have worked on all parts of 
the code but without success.  Only 
the second part of the code has 
been solved, so the money has 
never been found.

The usual picture of a code-breaker 
is one of a dusty academic working 
in a library, but code breakers come 
in all shapes and sizes and ages.  A 
writer has issued a prize worth 
$20,000 to anyone who can break 
his ten-part cipher challenge.  Two 
people have so far managed to solve 
the first four parts – one is a 
neuroscientist and the other is a 
15-year-old schoolgirl, Souraya 
Dyer.  Could you solve the codes?

, 7, 36, 567, 3, 565, 64, 57735, 0, 76, 1256, 787, 35, 6743, 45, 564, 2, 64, 864, 204, 6424, 55, 406, 5, 3540, 67, 8084, 14, 361, 647, 24, 7215, 613, 85, 412, 1, 31, 34, 0, 63, 69, 404, 71, 80, 234, 50, 425, 64, 581, 470, 86, 90, 470, 671, 245, 62, 10, 11 684, 10, 750, 680, 45, 561, 0, 242, 61, 3, 346, 89, 40, 86 547 1
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(a) Why have nations and civilisations used codes? 

 [1] 

 

 

(b) Give two reasons why we find understanding codes more difficult these days. 

(i) 

 

[1] 

(ii) 

 

[1] 

 

 

(c) What name was given to the object which enabled people to understand the ancient 

Egyptian way of communication? 

 [1] 

 

 

(d) What is thought to be the reward of solving the Beale Cipher? 

 [1] 

 

 

(e) How much of the Beale Cipher has been solved? 

 [1] 

 

 

(f) Which two people have partly solved the ten-part cipher challenge? 

  

 [1] 

 

[Total: 7] 
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Part 2 
Part 2: Exercise 1 

 

Read the following information about a journey to the source of the Mekong River, and then answer 

the questions on the opposite page. 

 

 

or 25 years, 54-year-old geography graduate 
John Pilkington has been exploring the 

world and writing books about his many 
adventures. He left his job as a town planner to 
follow his dream of expeditions and exploration.  
His first real trip was to South America, but his 
aim was always to trace the start of the Mekong 
River in China and to be the first British explorer 
to see the source. 

His journey started in the Himalayas. He had 
been there before; in fact in the early 1980s he 
had stood at the Everest base camp on the 
southern Nepalese side of the world's highest 
mountain. For the Mekong expedition, however, 
John had to start from the Tibetan side of 
Everest.  He had dreamed of this moment for 20 
years.  He marvelled as he looked up at mighty 
Everest in all its splendour, recalling that local 
people call Everest 'Mother Goddess of the 
Snows'.

So John began his great expedition on 
horseback in the Himalayas.  His exploration 
continued, next by boat up the river, then again 
on horseback with guides until he reached the 
point where local men told him that the 
Mekong River began.  The Mekong actually 
starts in China's Qinghai province and is the 
seventh longest river in Asia and the twelfth 
longest in the world.

 Throughout his expedition, John was pleased to 
be able to live with the people of the region – 
here, lifestyles have not changed for hundreds 
of years. Families still live in tents and eat yak 
meat and drink yak butter tea. John negotiated 
the hire of horses from a nomad and asked him 
to act as a guide. On reaching nearly 6,000 
metres above sea level, John and his guide left 
the horses and continued on foot up to the 
permanent snowfield, only to find that they 

were 5 km north of the actual source of the 
Mekong river. So they had to climb up more 
steep ground to Mountain Guosongmucha. This 
huge mountain has three glaciers and a stream 
emerging from its north side – this stream is the 
technical source of the Mekong. 

When he triumphantly reached the beginning 
of this great river, John followed local custom 
and washed himself in the freezing water, which 
poured off the great glacier.  Chinese, Japanese, 
American and Norwegian explorers had all 
been there before him, but John was the first 
British explorer to have stood there.

Back at home, John gives regular illustrated 
talks about his Mekong expedition.  He will be 
delivering a series of talks in the Netherlands in 
November and will also be the guest lecturer on 
a cruise to Patagonia.

Finding the beginning of the great river
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(a) According to the map, where did John start his Mekong expedition? 

 [1] 

 

 

(b) Why was the explorer familiar with the Himalayas? 

 [1] 

 

 

(c) What impression did Everest make on the explorer? 

 [1] 

 

 

(d) What is the exact location of the Mekong source on Mountain Guosongmucha? 

 [1] 

 

 

(e) Why did John wash in glacier water? 

 [1] 

 

 

(f) Why was finding the Mekong source such a great achievement for John? 

 [1] 

 

 

(g) Write a short paragraph (about 60 words) giving four points which describe the lifestyle of 

the people of the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [4] 

 

[Total: 10] 
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Part 2: Exercise 2 

 

Read the following article about boys’ education and computers. 

 
Then write a summary of the article explaining how computers can help boys. 

 
Your summary should be about 100 words. 

 
You should use your own words as far as possible. 

 

HITTING THE RIGHT BUTTON
t has been found that in some 
countries, achievement in some 
subjects at school is not always as 

good for boys as it is for girls.  It is possible 
that using computers may be a way to 
solve this problem.

Many boys seem to have a natural liking 
for computers, but it can often be hard to 
leave the screen and concentrate on the 
work the teacher wants them to do.

As computers are becoming more and 
more important in the world of education 
today, it is natural to assume that 
computers can help greatly with boys who 
do not do too well at school and need to 
raise their general educational standards.  
There is growing research that shows 
studying ICT (Information Communications 
Technology) is very motivating for boys in 
particular.  Many boys appear to be more 
confident than girls in using it, and they 
tend to use computers more frequently, 
especially at home.

Researchers at universities now think that it 
could be a really good way of 
re-engaging under-achieving boys in the 
learning process, and teachers have 
indicated that it does work.  They have 
found that, although lots of boys do not 
seem to like writing in the classroom, when 
they use a computer they are more willing 
to compose longer pieces of writing and 
use different styles.  The issue of 
unintelligible handwriting is no longer a 
problem, either, as the neatness and 

presentation standards rise when boys use 
a computer to print out their work.

Many boys welcome the 'hands on' 
approach of computers.  However, 
researchers and teachers need to be 
careful that boys don't just 'cut and paste' 
things that they have found on the 
Internet, but haven't read, and hand it in 
as a completed assignment. Some boys 
overestimate how good they are and think 
they can do things without any effort.  
They need to develop proper research 
skills and make their written work more 
structured.  Indeed, everyone needs to 
understand how to use computers to get 
the best results. They should always be 
clear about the aims and outcomes of the 
classroom work they are being asked to 
do.  If they don't see the point, then they 
are less inclined to make an effort.

Some boys take short cuts, or look at 
Internet sites they haven't been asked to 
look at.  They may not plan or think carefully 
about their work, or they may try to finish 
their work quickly. This tendency is not going 
to be completely cured by using computers.  
One way to get boys to concentrate 
properly on the work they have been asked 
to do may be to encourage them to use 
their computers at home.  However, they 
also need to be set tasks that are interesting 
and relevant to them.

As in all things, the interaction between 
the pupil, the teacher and the computer is 
crucial.

I
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Part 2: Exercise 3 

 

Read the following article about a raft which scientists use for research high up on trees. 

 

Complete the notes on the opposite page. 

 

 

Scientists have found a unique way of carrying out research in high or 
inaccessible places – by using an inflatable raft which is transferred 
from one study site to the next by a huge, colourful airship. It was first 
tested in1989 and is now used widely. 

The raft looks like a gigantic spider web. It has six ribs, which are inflated 
rubber strips connected by netting, with a small hexagonal raft at the 
central point.  The whole workspace covers more than 600 square 
metres, and the raft can hold up to ten scientists at a time.  Its design 
was evolved by a need for scientists to access the tops of trees.  Ropes 
and climbing towers had all been used previously but with limited 
success.  A solution to this was to build a raft light enough to settle 
safely on treetops and then to move it from place to place by air.

There are special entrances into the raft. Researchers are able to reach 
these from the ground using a harness.  It can take 30 minutes for the 
newcomer to get up to the raft.  In practice, scientists usually climb up 
onto the raft just before dark and sleep there in order to be able to 
start the next day's work without the delay of a trek from camp and the 
ascent to the raft. Everyone wears a safety line at all times on the raft.
A hunting horn is sounded to signal the raft's location for scientists 
joining it, and the same procedure is used to guide the arrival of the 
airship, which will move the raft to another position on another treetop.

A French team named each of the raft's ribs after a famous street in 
Paris and named the entrances after metro stations. The central 
hexagon is called the Arc de Triomphe! These names help people 
locate specific points on the raft – for example, personnel joining the 
raft from the ground or people delivering supplies from the air. Sleeping 
and working on the raft is like sailing, as it continuously sways with the 
movement of the canopy of trees beneath.

RESEARCH IN HIGH PLACES
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You are going to give a short talk about the treetop raft to your class.  Make two short notes 

under each heading below as a basis for your presentation. 

 

THE TREETOP RAFT 

 

(a) Design: 

 

•  

 

•  

 

 

(b) Size/capacity: 

 

•  

 

•  

 

 

(c) Means of access: 

 

•  

 

•  

 

 

(d) Raft moving requirements: 

 

•  

 

•  

 

[Total: 8] 
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Our top
ten books

Write a review 
about your 
favourite book 
and win a
book token!

 

 

 

Your school magazine is compiling a list of popular books. 

 

Write a letter to the magazine editor in which you recommend a book. 

 

Your letter should be about 150 words. 

 

Don’t forget to include: 

• the title and content of the book 

• why you liked it 

• who you would recommend it to. 
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 Dear Editor, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [12]
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Part 3: Exercise 2 

 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

See article for further details.

ADVERTISEMENT

TO WELCOME VISITORS TO OUR SCHOOL

 

 

Your school is arranging a visit to the school for students from other places or other countries. 

 

You have been asked to write an article for the school magazine asking for volunteers to welcome 

the visitors. 

 

In the article you should include the following: 

 

• who the visitors are 

• how they will be welcomed and included in the school's everyday life 

• what kinds of things the volunteers will be expected to do for the visitors. 

 

Your article should be about 200 words long. 
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 [12]
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Part 3: Exercise 3 

 

Some students take a year off after finishing school and before starting university. This is called a 

‘gap year’. 

 

Write an article for your school magazine discussing the advantages and disadvantages of a 

gap year. 

 

The comments below may give you some ideas, but you are free to use any ideas of your own. 

 

Your article should be about 200 words long. 

 

 

"A gap year is just an excuse
to have a good time." 

"It is good to see the world before
beginning more intensive studying."

"I need to earn some
money to help me through my

time at university."

"A gap year means that you forget how
to study and lose your enthusiasm
to return to full-time education."
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